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SOVIET COMMUNIST PENETRATION OF LATIN AMERICA 


Although the volume of Soviet-Latin American trade remains 
insignificant in quantity and percentage of the total foreign trade of 
each side, there can be no doubt that a real Soviet economic offensive 

is under way south of the border. The recent trade agreement which wound 

up Mikoyan's visit to Cuba is the most obvious example of this, but substantial 


Soviet credit offers to other Latin American nations are also very much in the 
air. 


This economic blitz, of course is purely political in motivation, and 
dovetails with the stepped-up pace of Soviet efforts to win over Latin America in 
areas other than the economic. Soviet-—- and Chinese Communist——- propaganda 
to Latin America is increasing sharply, both via short-wave radio and 

through printed material. The long, patient Soviet effort to dominate the 

Latin American labor movement, which first began in 1929, bore dramatic 

fruit last year in the outright participation of Soviet Embassy officials in 
fomenting strikes in Argentina and Mexico. And, with revolutionary 
movements overturning or threatening to overturn many of the dictatorial 

Latin American regimes, local Communist Parties are being encouraged 

by Moscow to cooperate with nationalist, anti-imperialist-—— i.e. anti-U.S.-— 
"liberation" fronts in a manner reminiscent of the Popular Front techniques of 
the 1930's. 


In short, the economic and political instability of many Latin American 
countries offers a fertile breeding ground for Soviet penetration, whether overt 
or through fifth-column methods. 
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SOVIET COMMUNIST PENETRATION OF LATIN AMERICA 


According to a Radio Moscow broadcast on March 22, 1960, 
the week of March 20-26 was observed in the USSR as a "week of 
solidarity with the youth of the Latin American countries. '' Meetings 
were heid last week in Moscow at which speeches were delivered by 
Latin American students attending Soviet institutions of higher education. 


These meetings were attended by student delegations from the Latin 
American countries, said Radio Moscow. 


The nations of Latin America play a highly important part in 
Soviet plans fer obtaining world hegemony. Soviet methods of penetrating 
these countries vary, economic aid being only one of ‘many means 
of expanding Soviet influence in this group of twenty underdeveloped" 
countries with a total population of 188 million people. 


It is interesting to note that from 1955 through 1958, the volume 
of trade between the Latin American countries and the USSR amounted to 
no more then | per cent of these countries! total foreign trade and 0. 9- 
1.5 per cent of the USSR's total foreign trade (Vneshnyaya Torgovlya SSSR 
za 1956 god: Steatistichesky Obzor (The Foreign Trade of the USSR for 1956: 
A statistical survey): This source gives similar figures for 1957 and 1958. 
Yet Soviet trade with other countries in the same "underdeveloped" category 
(in Africa and Southern Asia} has developed much more rapidly and in the 
past four years has increased by more than 300 per cent. Recently, 
moreover, Soviet economic expansion abroad, as a concomitant of the 
"peaceful coexistence" policy, line, has been acquiring much greater 
importance as a weapon in the drive toward world dominion, and the 
Latin American countries have been entering deeper into the sphere 
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of Soviet economic interests. The extent of the Soviets' growing interest in 
this part of the world may be judged from the fact that during the past four 
months First Deputy Prime Minister Anastas Mikoyan has paid two visits 
to Latin America: in November, i952, to Mexico, and in February 1960, 
to Cuba. The latter visit resuited in the signing in Havana on February 13, 
1960 of an important trade agreement which attracted woridwide attention. 
According to this agreement, the USSR will purchase 425, 000 tons of 
Cuban sugar in i960 and i, 000, 000 tons in each of the succeeding four years. 
(Izvestia, February 16, 1960) 


--Soviets Woo Cuba, Other Countries-- 


For Cuba, the agreement is of great © economic and political 
importance. Hitherto, the biggest purchaser of Cuban sugar has been 
the United States. Political tension between these two countries, arising 
from Premier Fidei Castro's policies, threatens to undermine their economic 
relations, and it is not imposs:ble that the United States Government will 
revise the agreement whereby it has long been paying prices for Cuban sugar 
that considerably exceed world market prices. 


The Soviet Government has also made available to the Cuban Govern- 
ment a specific credit of $100, 000, 000 (at a interest rate of 2.5 per cent) toward 
the purchase of equipment necessary for the Cuban industriaiization program. 
This equipment is to be bought solely from the USSR. From Mikoyan's speeches 
it is also clear that the Soviet Government is proposing to deliver arms to 
Cuba. Soviet plans, evidentiy, envise ge turning Cuba into an outpost for 

further penetration of Latin Americe, and Soviet support for "progressive 
elements" in the Latin American countries will apparently be funneled 

through this channel. 


So far, however, Soviet economic penetration of these countries is 
insignificant in extent, and it is unlikely to develop on any large scale in 
the immediate future. These countries need investment capital above all 
else and the present economic position of the USSR is beset with difficulties 
in this very sphere of capital investment , especially in view of the goals 
the Soviet economy has saddied itself with during the Seven-Year-Plan 
(1959-65) 
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In eddition, the conference of trade unions of Latin America held in 
Uruguay in 1950 under the aegis of tne World Federation of Trade Unions 
adopted "sa number of decisions concerning the strengthening of resistance 
to the advance of American monopolies" and against the "aggressive policy" 
of the United States. 


At present, the Workers’ Confederation, which makes up one of the 
chief branches of the labor union movement in Latin America, is officially 
affiliated with the Worid Federation of Trade Unions and maintains liaison 
between the ia*tter organization and the various national trade union centers. 
It should be recalled that the Worid Federation of Trade Unions is an 
international body creat ed after World War II on tne initiative of Stalin 
himself, and “it is at present, as before, engaged all over the world in 
furthering the policy of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union. 


~-Soviets, CPR Step Up Latin Americar Propaganda-- 


The Communist leaders of both the USSR and the Chinese People's 
Republic have appreciably intensified their propaganda campaign in Latin 
America. Soviet ?adio stations now transmit to Latin America a total 

of 28 hours a week in Spanish and i0-11 hours in Portugese, while Peking 
broadcasts progrems totalling 14 hours a week in Spanish. In addition, tne 
satellite countries transmit broadcasts totalling 28 hours weekly in Spanish 
and three and one half in Portugese. Latin America is also being flooded with 
Communist literature. In Argentina, for example, Cominunist and pro-Communist 
organizations publish 34 newspapers and journais 


Propaganda is also furthered by Soviet participation in international 
fairs and expositions and to an even greater extent through specifically Soviet 
expositions in various countries. In November, 1959, the USSR organized 

in Mexico an exposition of Soviet achievements in science , technology and 
culture which was repeated in Cuba in February of this year. Also,numerous 
writers, artists and profess ional men from the USSR and Communist China 
have visited Latin American countries during the past year. 


--Local Communists Active Throughout Latin America-- 


Latin Americée is a very critical link in the defense system of the 
free world: it is divided into a large number of republics. While some of these 
nations are prosperous, up-to-date states, several of them are saddled with 
unstable political regimes, serious economic problems and populations burdened 
by poverty and illiteracy.. Such countries make a convenient springboard 

for the work of fifth columns. Communist parties enjoy legal status in only 
(more) 
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Together with eccnomic penetration, the Soviet campaign is 
advancing the political and ideological plans on a scaie which it 
would be a serious error to underestimate. It is now more than thirty 

years since Soviet attempts to penetrate Latin America first began 

In June, 1929, a conference of Communist Parties of the South American 
continent was summoned in Buenos Aires veder 4 the auspices of the old 
comintern. This conference was attenced by deiegetions from Argentina, 
Brazil, Bolivia, Columbia, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Seivador, Uruguey end Venezuela. It was on this occasion 
that the program for the Communizetion of Latin America was first laid down 
in concrete form: 


Acting on the Leninist theses pd the bourgeois-democratic 
revolution, the conference opened up broad visitas before the 
Communist movement in Latin America (Problems of Peace 
and Socialism, Prague, 
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When this conference was being heid, the labor union movement 

in South Americs was already reported to be succumbing to the influence 

of pro-Communist elernents and allowing its activit es to be guided in 


directions favorable to Soviet policy: 


the trade-union gues Sasa tne conference pro 
claimed enthusiastic support of the congress which had 


taken place noe long before in Montevideo end had founded 
n of the Working People of Lue 


tin America 


From then on, the Latin American labor unions became more and 
more subject to Communist influence. The Workers' Confederation of 
Latin America was set up in its final form in 1938, and since then it has 
consistently compiied with the basic demands of Soviet policy. Its first 
congress, held in Mexico in 194i, proclaimed the ''development of a broad 
movement in support of the Soviet Union. '' The second congress, held in 
Columbia in 1944, cemanded that a limit be set to the foreign monopolies, 
which it described <s ''enslaving" tre peoples of Latin America, and the third 
congress, held in moxie in 1848, obviously under Soviet influence, called 
for agrarian reform and "national industrialization. '' This congress was 
attended py deiegations from twenty-three labor unions with about six 

million members. 
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eightw.of these republics, but their ground activity is considerable and 
lately has been growing constantly. The native Communists make skilful use 
of local economic problems and the people's poverty. The establishment 

of a common front of "national forces" in the Latin American states to 
resist American imperializm" ‘is one of the principal aims of the Soviet 
leaders, which explains why the local Communist parties frequently speak 
out indefense of "national interests: 


On the basis of an analysis of the situation which has 
now arisen in the countries of Latin America, the Communist 
parties have come to the conclusion that the first step on the 
road to Socialism in these countries must be the resolution 

of the basic conflicts between, on the one hand, the peoples of 
the Latin American countries and, on the other, American 
imperialisrn and its agents in these countries. The defeat 

of North American imperialism will open up the way and 
facilitate the solution of all other problems (.M.I. Lozyuk, 
"Borba Stran Latinskoi Ameriki Za Ekonomicheskuyu 
Nezavisimost", The Struggle Of The Countries Of Latin 
America For Economic Independence, Kiev, i952, p. 46). 


--"Popular Front" Technique Revived-- 


With this aim in view, efforts are being made to set up in each of 
the countries concerned large "national and patriotic'' organizations including 
even the "national bourgeoisie, '' whose representatives 


.... a3 a rule form part of those varied organizations 
of the Anti-Imperialist Front which are now being established 
in the Latin American countries and which are playing an ever 
increasing role in their political life (Mezhdunerodnaya Zhizn, 
International Life, 1959, No. 10). 


As examples, there may be cited the creation in 1956 of the 
"Popular Front" in Chile, coordinating the activity of eight parties, in- 
cluding the Communist, Socialist and Labor ‘parties (the last-named also 
representing the national bourgeoisie); the Nationalist Parliamentary Front 
of Brazil, which covers roughly the same sections of society; the Patriotic 
Junta in Venezuela, which embraces the Venezuelan Communist Party, 
trade unions, student organizations, industrial and trade ‘federations, etc. 


As an article in Problems Of Peace And Socialism , the organ 
of the world Communist movement, indicates, the countries of Latin America 
are being increasingly subjected as a result of Soviet penetration of the labor 
union movement, to strikes incited for political purposes. 
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Recent years will go down in history as years of an 
unprecedented upsurge of the labor movement, above all the 
strike movement in Central and South America. It is doubtful if 
our cbuntries have ever seen such bitter strikes as those fought 
in 1957 and 1958.... 


Latin America, clearly, is entering a phase of new sharp 
and persistent class battles--such is the indisputable conclusion 
(Problems cOf Peace And Socialism, 1959, No. l, p. 38). 


--Soviet Embassy Personnel- Mastermind Strikes -- 


A characteristic instance of this activity is the strike of Mexican railroad 
workers in the early part of 1959, which led to incidents of violence on the streets. 
This strike was led by Soviet citizens from the Soviet Embassy--the military 
attache Nikolai Aksenov and the second secretary Nikolai Remizov, who were 
expelled in April, 1959, by the Mexican Government for their part in the strike 
(Ost-Probleme, Bonn, 1959, N6.20, p,'633). On April 7, 1959, the A¥gentine 
government caught five diplomats from Soviet Bloc countries in the act of sub- 
versive Communist activity and demanded their recall from Argentina. The 
influential Argentine evening newspaper ‘Correo de la Tarde'(Evening Mail) even 
demanded the expulsion of the Soviet Ambassador, the Rumanian Ambassador, 
and the wife of the Hungarian Minister, for interfering in the internal affairs of 
Argentina and organizing subversive activities (Ost Probleme, 1959, No. 20, 
pp. 627-28). 


Soviet penetration of the Latin American countries is promoted by 
other means besides the various Communist parties, the trade unions 
and "fifth columns'! There is continually growing Soviet pressure on the 
younger generation through the World Federation of Democratic Youth, 
another obedient instrument of the Central Committee of the Soviet Communist 
Party. This body is expecially active in Latin America, where it encourages 
young people to take part in World Youth Festivals, such as that held in Vienna 
in the summer of 1959. At the fifth assembly of the federation which took place 
in Prague in August, 1959, the Mexican, Argentine and Brazilian representatives 
proposed the convening of a separate conference of young people from the Latin 
American countries. This conference. which is due to be held this year in 
Havana, will, it may be assumed, fullyconform with Soviet policy toward 
Latin America. (Molodoi Kommunist, Young Communist, 1959, Nos. 8 and 
10). 
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--Latin Americans Drawn to Soviet Party Congresses -- 


The Communist Parties of Latin America are kept on Soviet 
leading strings with the eid of periodic conferences of Party leaders 
from all over the world in ‘ Moscow. Publicly reported conferences 
of this kind took place directly after the last two Party Congresses of the 
Soviet Communist Party. (The Twentieth Parity Congress in 1956 was 
attended by delegations from thirteen Latin American countries——- Argentina, 
Mexico, Uruguay, Brazil, Venezuela, Chile, Bolivia, Cuba, Costa Rica, 
Columbia, Ecuador, Guatemala and Paraguay-—— while the Twenty-First 
Congress late in 1958 was ettended by eighteen delegations --— those which 
attended the preceding Congress, with the exception of Cuba, plus 
dplegations from Honduras, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Panama, 
Peru and Salvador. After the Twenty-First Parity Congress, these delegations 
visited Peking and met Mao Tse-Tung, who promised them the wholehearted 
support of the Chinese Communists. 


There is a certain degree of parellelism in activities of this kind 
between the Soviet and the Chinese Communist regimes. The Chinese 
Communist Party has its Institute for South American Affairs: Moscow 
has announced its intention of setting up this vear a University of International 
Friendship, designed to train a new Sovietized intelligentsia in tne countries 
of Asia, Africa and Latin Americe. As yet, it is difficult to determine how 
far this parailelism is the result of mutual rivalry, but at least it is clear 
that a movement is already underway for a general Communist advance 
in the countries of Latin America and that this movement is gaining momentum 
with the passage of time. 


(040180) 


. 
- 


